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so, who, I was satisfied, had a respect for me, and whose respect I acknowledged was not disagreeable, and whose estate and proposals were very much better than I had reason to expect; yet that upon this one single account, I assured him I neither could nor would ever discourse more with him on this affair; and hoped he would not take it ill, that I was forced to be so plain with him before I could persuade him I was in earnest. And having said all this, I offered to rise and retire, but he held me fast In his arms, and would not let me stir.
1st Sist. Cruel wretch! how could you talk so to him ? how did he look ?
3rd Sist Look! I confess, sister, his looks moved me more than all the words he could have said in half a year, and I shall never forget them; he seemed strangely affected, and once or twice I saw tears in his eyes; but he turned his head away, and recovered himself, and embarked me in another discourse, in spite of all I had said. Hold, says he, you have broke one positive promise you made me already. I told him I did not remember that I had ever made him any promise at all. Yes, says he, you told me just now, you would stay for me, till I had made a choice in matters of religion. I told him I had not broke that promise yet. Yes, he said, I had, in saying I would never discourse more with him on this affair. I replied then, that I would except that circumstance, though I thought he need not insist on it for several reasons; first, because he might find so many young ladies abroad, who would not trouble their heads to make the objection I had done, and that there was no occasion for him to turn religious for a wife; secondly, because there was no appearance of his returning upon those terms. He said that was more than I knew. But pray, madam, said he, why do you lay such a mighty